BOMBER BITS
DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

February Newsletter 2008
The Mission of the Argenta-Oreana School District is to inspire success while building dreams.

MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Argenta-Oreana CUSD #1 is once again preparing to conduct its Strategic Action Planning process. Last year,
we asked for direction and input from the Strategic Planning Team, a group of approximately forty dedicated
school and community members who have made a major contribution to improving our school district.

This year, aong with the Strategic Planning members, we are expanding our team to include the entire
community. To accomplish this, we need your help. We are asking for your participation in the completion of a
comprehensive survey.

Please take a moment of your time to help us shape the future of our students by completing the Strategic
Action Planning Survey that will be posted on the district’ s website, www.argenta-oreana.org, beginning
February 15, 2008. Please complete this survey by March 15, 2008.

Individual responses will be kept confidential. All answers will be tabulated to provide a general picture of the
community’ s opinions. The results will be used at the spring Strategic Action Planning session and highlighted
on our webpage.

Asaways, our goal isto provide all of our students with every possible tool to become the best they can be.
Please join us in our continued quest to meet our one mutual goal, to continuously improve the education of our
students, by completing the survey by the deadline date of March 15, 2008.

Thank you for your continued support of our students.

Sincerely,

Damian D. Jones, Sr.

Superintendent

Phone: 795-2313

E-mail: djones@argenta-oreana.orq




BOARD BRIEFS

On January 14, 2008, the Board held its regular business meeting.

At 6:00 p.m., the regular meeting convened.

The Approval of Board Minutes and Payroll/Bills occurred.

District Administrators provided reports:

Ms. Fustin discussed:

o

o

PATT will be conducting afundraiser at Texas Roadhouse on Tuesday, January 22,
2008. Itiscalled “Bomber Night Out.”

Dental Care will be coming February 8" to our school. Students will receive exams,
screenings, cleanings, sealants. Dental insurance will be accepted and grant
assistance isavailable. At thistime, we have 44 students signed up for this
opportunity.

Mrs. Orme has received a grant which has enabled her to purchase over 30 books for
the library on math, 12 DV D’ s on math facts, a new computer program, and is
working on a couple math assemblies.

Mr. Johnson discussed:

(0]
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AO 8" grade students attended the 8" Grade Career Fair at RCC on Tuesday, January
8, 2008. Mrs. Young was thanked for coordinating the activity.

The MS Wrestling Team finished in 4™ Place at the Olympia Tournament held on
Saturday, January 5th. Twelve teams entered the event. This was a fine showing for
the team. The Wrestling Team is coached by Mr. Art Bartges. The Wrestling Team
isin the 2™ year of being a program at the middle school level.

The 8" grade student nominated for the IESA Scholar Attitude Award was named and
congratul ated.

Mr. German discussed:
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Silent Sustained Reading (SSR): A new practice that has been implemented at the
High School thisyear. All students and staff are taking part in this reading time for
15 minutes per day.

The HS School Improvement Committee is meeting regularly and planning activities
for the second semester, including preparatory activities for our juniors in anticipation
of the Prairie State Achievement Exam in April.

Mr. German recently attended a seminar hosted by the Abe Lincoln Region of the
Illinois Principals Association addressing the online dangers of sexual predators.
Presenters were from the Macon County States Attorney's Office and the Decatur
Police Department.

Mr. German recognized Argenta - Oreana High School graduates who were 2007-
2008 scholarship recipients at Richland Community College.



Mr. Stewart discussed:

o Our trainer Amanda Schill has accepted a new position and will no longer be with us.
Hills Sports Medicine has assigned a new trainer Ryan Williamson to us and he has
aready started.

0 We had 4 winter athletes declared ineligible due to grades and 3 fall athletes were
declared inéligible.

0 Boy’sbasketball pack the place will be January 18th. The Booster Club will be
hosting a Spaghetti Dinner.

o0 Girl’sbasketball pack the place will be January 31st. The Booster Club will be
hosting a Barbeque Dinner.

o Wewill be hosting the Okaw Duals Wrestling tournament on January 25 and 26th.

Ms. Wilson discussed:
0 Theelementary school spelling bee winners were recognized and congratulated. The
district spelling bee will be held on January 24, 2008 at 3:30 p.m.

Mr. Jones discussed:

0 The AO 2008-2009 school calendar committeeis set to begin. A recommendation for
the next year’s calendar will be made at the board meeting in March. A comment
was provided that several community members have indicated their support of the
current school calendar set up.

0 The AO Administrative Team isworking on a Strategic Action Planning Survey to
post on the district website. The survey results will be utilized at the Spring Board
Retreat. Thiswill allow for more involvement from our community.

o Pam Mueller, Booster Club President, spoke to the board about a fundraiser during
the remainder of Mr. Jones' report.

Personnel Employment

a. Employment of Specific Employee(s)
o Action on the following retirement letters occurred (these motions were read in the order that the
retirement letters were received at the district office):
- Evelyn Adam will retire at the end of the 2008-2009 school year.
Marsha Y oung will retire at the end of the 2009-2010 school year.
Hanna Bendsen will retire at the end of the 2009-2010 school year.
Art Bartges will retire at the end of the 2008-2009 school year.
Jerry Lutz will retire at the end of the 2010-2011 school year.

b. Staff Hiring(s)
o No action was taken.

c. Staff Resignation(s)
0 No action was taken.

d. Staff Transfer(s)
o No action was taken.

A discussion of new federal 403B Administrative requirements occurred. No action occurred on this
item as it was changed to an INFORMATION only agendaitem.

A short discussion and a final reading and adoption of the following Board Policies occurred.
0 245.02 Board of Education-Board Officers-Administrative Organization
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263.00 Board of Education-Vacancies on School Board-Filling Vacancies
270.002 Board of Education-School Board M eetings-Public Comments
272.00 Uniform Grievance Procedure

410.15 Operational Services-Fiscal Management-Nonpayment of Student Fees
727.00 Student Personnel-Harassment of Student Prohibited

400.05 Operationa Services-Fund Balance Policy Statement

410.05 Operational Services-Activity Fund Management

A discussion and a second reading of board Policy 400.05 occurred. The recommendations included
significant changesin the original wording. Due to these changes, it is necessary that the revised Policy
400.05 be brought forth for afirst reading at the February Board of Education Meeting

A first reading occurred on the following Board policies.
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210.00 Board of Education-Board Member Conflict of Interest

400.00 Operational Services-Fiscal and Business Management

410.00 Operational Services-Fiscal Management-Revenue-Investments
411.00 Operational Services-Transportation

411.00AP Operational Services-Transportation Administrative Procedure
415.00 Operational Services-Facility Management and Building Programs
416.00 Operationa Services-Purchases and Contracts

416.05 Operational Services-Purchases Not Requiring Competitive Bidding
701.00 Student Personnel-Parent-Teacher Advisory Committee

726.00 Student Personnel-Student Discipline

726.05 Student Personnel-Search & Seizure

726.055 Student Personnel-Search & Seizure-Alcohol Breath Analysis
726.10 Student Personnel-Electronic Devices

727.05 Student Personnel-Preventing Bullying

731.00 Student Personnel-Restrictions on Publications and Written or Electronic Material
734.00 Student Personnel-Student Records

734.00 AP Student Personnel-Student Records Administrative Procedure
734.00 E-5 Student Personnel-Accu-Scan Biometric Information Collection
760.00 Student Personnel-Student Rights & Responsibilities

820.00 Operational Services-Community Use of School Facilities

820.00 AP Operational Services-Administrative Procedure Community Use of School Facilities

The Title | District Plan was discussed by Ms. PaulaWilson. The board took action to approve the plan.

There were no facility usage requests.



A-O HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

January 2008 is quickly coming to an end, and the second semester of the 2007-2008 school year iswell under
way. Asof January 1, 2008 the State of Illinois has instituted new requirements and guidelines for students
seeking their Drivers License. The Graduated Driver License breaks the process down into three phases:

1. Permit Phase Drivers Age 15

2. Initia Licensing Phase — Drivers Age 16-17

3. Full Licensing Phase — Drivers Age 18-20
Requirements and sanctions for these phases are included on the following pages. The entire text, including
Frequently Asked Questions can be accessed at
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/programs/gdl.html

Last month, student attendance was addressed in my submission of the Bomber Bits. The information shared
keyed on the importance of student attendance as related to the academic success of our students. An absentee
rate of more than 10% places a child at risk of not completing his’her education according to Illinois School
Code. Without question, there are times when students need to be absent from school. However, there has been
an increase in the number of absences for reasons that are avoidable such as family vacations. Doctor’s
appointments are a necessary part of life; however, asking the office to schedule them outside of the
instructional day is areasonable request. When appointments outside of the school day are not possible, be sure
that students return to school in atimely manner and do not miss more of the instructional day than necessary.

In addition to the negative impact that absences have on the academic development of our students, thereis an
additional consequence that absencesincur. Each year, through a series of calculations, the state of 1llinois
determines which school districts are eligible to receive state funds and how much they will receive. One of the
key factorsin determining how much funding school districts will receive isthe Average Daily Attendance of
studentsin that particular district. This has a huge impact on our school district, as this money has a direct
impact on the programs and opportunities available to our students. The Warrensburg — Latham School District
recently reported: “for every student absent in the monthly average, the district misses $3,500 ayear.” During
the first semester of this school year, we averaged 24 student absences per day here at the high school. Based on
the information from Warrensburg — Latham, alike sized district, if that number stays at 24 absences per day
for the remainder of the school year we would be missing out on $84,000 from the High School alone. We are
not asking that sick students be sent to school. However, there is no question that we can all work together to
[imit unnecessary absences, and thereby increase the amount of General State Aid that our district receives.
Through this cooperative effort we will continue to strive to provide the best education possible for our
students.

Sincerely,

Sean German

A-OHS Principal

795-4821 Ext. 1102
sgerman@argenta-oreana.org




Graduated Driver License - New GDL Laws Effective January 1, 2008

Permit Phase Drivers Age 15
Parent/guardian consent required to obtain an instruction permit.
Must be enrolled in an approved driver education course, and must pass vision and written exams.

A nighttime driving restriction is in place Sunday-Thursday, 10 p.m-6 a.m., and Friday-Saturday, 11 p.m.-6 a.m.
(local curfews may differ from the nighttime driving restriction).

Permit must be held for a minimum of nine months.

Must practice driving a minimum of 50 hours, including 10 hours of nighttime driving, supervised by a parent or
adult age 21 or older with a valid driver's license.

Must not acquire any driving convictions during the nine-month permit phase.
Number of passengers limited to one in the front seat and the number of safety belts in the back seat.
All occupants under age 19 must wear safety belts.

Cell phone use while driving is prohibited except in the case of an emergency to contact a law enforcement
agency, health care provider or emergency services agency.

Permit is valid for up to two years.
Sanctions

Limit of one court supervision for serious driving offenses. To obtain court supervision, driver must appear in
person before the presiding court with a parent or legal guardian and must also attend traffic safety school.

Conviction of a moving violation results in a nine-month waiting period before applying for a driver's license.
Not eligible for any hardship permit.

Anyone caught driving without a permit will be ineligible to obtain a driver's license until age 18.

Initial Licensing Phase - Drivers Age 16-17

Parent/guardian must certify that a minimum of 50 hours of practice driving, including 10 hours of nighttime
driving, has been completed.

Parent/guardian must accompany teen to provide written consent to obtain a driver's license, OR complete and
notarize an Affidavit/Consent For Minor to Drive form.

Must have completed a state-approved driver education course.

A nighttime driving restriction is in place Sunday-Thursday, 10 p.m-6 a.m., and Friday-Saturday, 11 p.m.-6 a.m.
(local curfews may differ from the nighttime driving restriction).

Must maintain a conviction-free driving record for six months prior to turning age 18 before moving to the Full
Licensing Phase. A traffic conviction during the initial licensing phase may extend restrictions beyond age 18.

All occupants under age 19 must wear safety belts.



For the first year of licensing, or until the driver is age 18, whichever occurs first, the number of passengers is
limited to one person under age 20, unless the additional passenger(s) is a sibling, step-sibling, child, or step-
child of the driver. After this period, the number of passengers is limited to one in the front seat and the number
of safety belts in the back seat.

Cell phone use while driving is prohibited except in the case of an emergency to contact a law enforcement
agency, health care provider or emergency services agency.

Sanctions

Limit one court supervision for serious offenses. To obtain court supervision, a driver must appear in person
before the presiding court with a parent or legal guardian and must also attend traffic safety school.

Conviction of any moving violation before age 18 generates a Secretary of State warning letter to the parent and
teenager.

Two moving violation convictions occurring within a 24-month period results in a minimum one-month driver's
license suspension. Suspension length is determined by the seriousness of the offenses and the driver's prior
driving history. An additional driver's license suspension will result for each subsequent moving violation
following the initial suspension.

Any moving violation conviction that occurs within the first year of licensure will result in a six-month extension of
the passenger limitation, which allows no more than one unrelated passenger under age 20.

Suspended drivers are required to attend a remedial education course, may be retested and must pay a $70
reinstatement fee.

Full Licensing Phase - Drivers 18-20

No age-related restrictions apply except in cases where a driver fails to move from the Initial Licensing Phase to
the Full Licensing Phase. Cell phone use while driving for persons under age 19 is prohibited except in the case
of an emergency to contact a law enforcement agency, health care provider or emergency services agency.

Sanctions

Limit one court supervision for serious offenses. Two moving violation convictions occurring within a 24-month
period results in a minimum one-month driver's license suspension. Suspension length is determined by the
seriousness of the offenses and the driver's prior driving history. An additional driver's license suspension will
result for each subsequent moving violation following the initial suspension.

Suspended drivers are required to pay a $70 reinstatement fee.



HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELING DEPARTMENT NEWS

2008-2009 Cour se Selection

High school students will begin course selection for the 2008-2009 school year during the first week of
February. Mrs. Young will be in English classes to distribute selection materials and answer questions.
Students will review their current transcripts and update career folders and four year curriculum plans. All
course selection sheets are due back to Mrs. Y oung with a parent signature on or before February 15.

Financial Aid Meeting

There will be afinancial aid meeting for juniors and seniors and their parents on Wednesday, February 6" at 7
p.m. inthelibrary. Mrs. Y oung will provide information on the financial aid process and scholarships.
Afterwards, the library computer lab will be open for senior students and parents who wish to bring their
financial records and file a FAFSA form online. Please RSVP Mrs. Young if you plan to attend or have
guestions.

Open Houses

The following colleges are hosting Open Houses on Monday, February 18:

[llinois College in Jacksonville; Eureka College; Northern Illinois University; Eastern Illinois University;
Southern Illinois University in Carbondale; Millikin; Bradley University.

Argenta-Oreana HS students are not in school that day due to Presidents’ Day. Thisisagreat opportunity for
college bound studentsto visit acampus! For more information, go online to the college websites or see Mrs.
Y oung.

University of Illinois-Springfield is hosting a Preview Day on Saturday, February 23. The representative from
UIS will be visiting AOHS on Monday, February 25. Interested juniors and seniors should see Mrs. Y oung for
apass to attend.

Engineering Open House at Southern Illinois University in Edwardsville is on Saturday, February 23.

Attention high school students: Want a career in sports medicine?

If you have ever considered a career in sports medicine, you can find out more about the field on Saturday and
Sunday, March 8 and 9 at the DMH Sports Enhancement Center. The Sports Medicine professionals at DMH
have designed a hands-on course specifically with you in mind. The staff will provide information about
injuries to the head, neck, upper and lower extremities as well as emergency care, taping techniques, and
specific career information. The course costs $25 and includes breakfast on Sat/Sun and lunch on Saturday. T-
shirts are also provided to participants. For more information, contact the DMH Sports Enhancement Center at
217-876-4975 or email mmunjoy@dmhhs.org.

Richland Scholar ships

Seniors, there are anumber of Richland Community College scholarships available each year. Application
forms are now available in the guidance office and due to Richland by April 11. Any student who has earned a
cumulative grade point average of 4.385 or higher is eligible for the Trustees' Scholarship. There are many
other scholarships, so any student attending RCC in the fall is encouraged to fill out the application.



A-O STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS

The last week in January, the council sponsored a Winter Sports Spirit Week to support our girls' and boys
basketball teams and the wrestling team. The week consisted of dress up days, with prizes being awarded for
original and unigque costumes.

The AOHS Student Council will be busy in the month of February. First, on Wednesday, February 6", the
council will be hosting our second blood drive of the year from 8:30 am.-1:30 p.m. Students may donate if they
weigh over 110 pounds, are over 17, or are 16 with a parent’ s permission. Students can sign up to donate in the
office. Any community member or parent who wants to donate can contact Mrs. Schrey or Mrs. E. Stewart at
the high school.

The council is also hosting “Love Shack,” a Valentine's dance, on Saturday, February 9" from 7-10 p.m. in the
high school commons area. Tickets will go on sale Wednesday, January 30" during lunches, and the cost is
$3/single or $5/couple. Thisis acasua dance, and all AOHS students are welcome. If students want to bring
high school students from other districts, they must fill out a guest request form, which can be picked up in the
high school office.

The council is also gearing up for our annual Cheap Date Night on Friday, March 7" from 7-10 p.m. Thisisa
night of fun and games open to all AOHS students. Thereisasmall admission fee, but all proceeds from
admissions will be donated to a charitable organization. Students can come and play basketball, volleyball,
badminton, board games, ping pong, among other games, while enjoying free refreshments.

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT NEWS

Winter sports are quickly coming to an end and that means that spring sports are right around the corner. High
school baseball, softball, and track and jr. high track will be starting at the end of the month. If you are
planning on participating in any of these sports, make sure you have a current physical and proof of insurance
on filein your school’ s office.

On January 31%, the girl’ s basketball team will have their Senior Night and Pack the Place game. At halftime of
this game, the girl’ s youth league teams will be introduced. The Booster Club will be hosting a Barbeque
Dinner from 5:00-7:00. Senior Night for boy’ s basketball, cheerleading, and band will be on February 8"

| would like to congratulate our High School Wrestling team on their second place finish in the Prairie Central
Invitational. The Wrestling team also placed 3" in Gary Cook’s Bomber Classic. The wrestlers will competein
their regional February 2.

| would like to thank all the volunteers who helped out during the boy’ s basketball Pack the Place night. This
was a fun and exciting night thanks to the Booster Club, Y outh League, and Cheerleaders. Thanksto everyone
for your participation and hard work.

Wewould liketo invite all winter athletes and their families to join us on February 26th at 5:30 for the Winter
Sports Banquet. We will start serving supper at 5:30 and the banquet will start at 6:30. | have included the
Winter Sports Banquet invitation in this edition of the Bomber Bits.



Important Dates

February 2" High School Wrestling Regional’s at Leroy

February 4™ High School Girl’'s Basketball Regional begins at Springfield Lutheran
February 6™ Booster Club Meeting at 7:00 in HSYMS library

February 8™ Boy’s basketball, cheerleading, and band senior night
February 16™: 8" Grade Okaw Valley Volleyball Tournament at AOMS
February 16™: 7" Grade Okaw Valley Volleyball Tournament at Maroa
February 18™ Boy’ s basketball regional begins

February 23" JH wrestling regional's

February 25™ Girls JH volleyball regionals begin

February 25™ High School Baseball and Softball Practice begins
February 26™ High School Winter Sports Banquet

As aways, please contact meif you have any questions.

Brice Stewart

Athletic Director and High School Assistant Principal
Phone: 795-4821 ext. 1103

E-mail bstewart@argenta-oreana.org

JJ AO MSHSMUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWSAND NOTES _fJ

The Music Department has been busy. I’m sure you’ ve seen the Pep Band performing at basketball games for
both High School and Middle School.

February brings more pep band performances and the Millikin Vocal Festival. Four students from the High
School Choir will be participating in this Vocal Festival on February 10 and 11th. We are very pleased that
they will represent the school.

The Argenta-Oreana Schools have a unique opportunity this spring. We will be hosting a group entitled
S.O.U.L. (Singers of United Lands) in April. Thisgroup will perform and work with our students in grades K-
12. What awonderful opportunity thiswill be for all of the students to learn about different cultures. The
group members are from Brazil, Czech Republic, Georgia and Zimbabwe.

We need your help while they are here. We are looking for five families to be “host families” for two nights.
Y ou would need to provide aroom for one member of the group and include them in your evening meal plans.
If you would be willing to host one of the members of this group, we would be most appreciative. Please
contact Mrs. DeSutter at the high school (795-4808) or by email rdesutter @argenta-oreana.org for further
information.

If you are unable to help by hosting a member of this group, but would like to give a donation towards the cost
of this program, that would be appreciated as well.

Thanks so much for your help!



A-O BOOSTER CLUB NEWS

Thanks to everyone who helped with the Boys High School Basketball Pack the Place Night! We had a great
turnout at the spaghetti dinner, many names to pull from for the raffle, and terrific support from A-O coaches
and students. The Booster Club raised over $1,000.00, which, in turn, goes directly back to our student athletes.
As of thiswriting, we have not yet held the Girls' High School Basketball Pack the Place Night, but we are
hoping the barbeque dinner will go over just as well!

On adifferent note, for those parents of senior student athletes, please don’t forget that we will be offering
Sports Booster Club scholarships this year. One $500.00 scholarship for a senior female athlete and one
$500.00 scholarship for a senior male athlete will be awarded. Please see Mrs. Y oung for an application.

A final reminder, that window decals are still available. We are currently selling decals for Middle School
volleyball and wrestling at all levels at $10.00 each. See a Booster Club member for details.

A-O MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

REGULAR STUDENT ATTENDANCE VERY IMPORTANT

Regular attendance is very important in helping students succeed at school. Each time a student misses class,
the student misses instruction that affects what the child learns. There is a correlation between student
attendance and student academic performance.

AOMS understands the importance of consistent school attendance and wants each student and his’her family to
recognize that school attendance isimportant to the success of the student at school and later in life. Itis,
therefore, essential for each student to be at school each day of the school term.

Please stress to your child the importance of maintaining regular school attendance.

YEARBOOKSAVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

Y earbooks are now available for Middle School students to purchase. The price of the yearbook is$ 19. If
paying by check, please make the check payable to Argenta-Oreana Middle School. All payments for
yearbooks are due on February 21. Please contact the Middle School Office at 795-2163 if questions should
arise concerning the yearbooks.

MOBILE DENTISTS/SMILE PROGRAM

The Mobile Dentists/Smile Program will be coming to our middle school on February 8. We have invited
Smile lllinciMaobile Dentists to bring its preventative dental care program to our school because we know how
important good oral health isto our children’s overall general health. Mobile Dentists will set up a mini-dental
office in our building and can provide dental examinations, cleanings, fluoride treatments and sealants for
students.

FRESHMAN ORIENTATION
Freshman Orientation will be held on Wednesday, January 30 at 7:00 PM in the Middle School Multi-Purpose
Room. All 8" grade students, parents and guardians should plan on attending the orientation session.

Mr. German and Mrs. Y oung will be presenting valuable information to the students concerning High School.
Expectations, curriculum and scheduling will be discussed during the orientation session.



MACON SPELLING BEE PARTICIPANTS
Three (3) students advanced at the District Spelling Bee competition and will be competing in the Macon
County Spelling Bee which will be held on Thursday, February 14.

UPCOMING EVENTSACTIVITIES
1/30- Freshman Orientation- 7:00 PM- Multi-Purpose Room
1/31- Market Day Pick-Up- 6:45-7:30 PM- Multi-Purpose Room
2/8- Mobile Dentist Program
2/12- 39 Quarter Mid-Term
2/14- 8" Grade Field Trip to Lincoln Museum
- Macon County Spelling Bee
2/16- 8" Grade Okaw Valley Volleyball Tournament

A-O MIDDLE SCHOOL WRESTLING

The Middle School Wrestling Team won their first trophy on January 5, 2008. The Team finished in fourth
place at the Olympia Tournament. Thisisagreat accomplishment for these young men in the second year of
the program.

A-O ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS

Our fourth grade class has been selected by the NAEP to represent schools across our nation by participating in
the 2008 pilot testing of reading, math, and science. Students will spend approximately 90 minutes
participating in the assessment answering questions either in written form, computer assessment, or hands-on
science performance based. Our students will take these tests on February 12", Parents’ biggest roleisto be
supportive of your child and to please make sure your child arrives at school on time.

ISAT TESTING COMING IN MARCH

Our third, fourth, and fifth graders will be assessed in math, reading, writing and science March 3-14™. These
are State required tests. 62.5% of our students must either meet and or exceed on all thesetests. By the year
2014, ALL students must meet and or exceed on the state tests. State Law 93-0470 now defines consequences
for al schools failing to meet for consecutive years such as school choice, supplemental services, corrective
actions, and restructuring the schools. Up to this point, our students have done exceptionally on these tests.
Our scores in the last 6 years for 3 grade math have been in the upper 90%. In the last 5 years, our 5™ grade
math scores have increased in percentage points by 10% getting to 95% this past year. Our reading scores have
ranged between 73%-80% meets and/or exceeds on the state tests.

Why you ask?? | believe there are avariety of factors that influence our student’s high scores. Here are afew:
Parents who care about their child's education
Teachers who are dedicated and communicate with other teachers
Students who believe it isimportant to do “their best” on these tests

Please continue to support your child and your child steachers. Please make sure your child gets plenty of
sleep, a good breakfast, and arrives on time to school during these State Tests on March 3-14. Thank you so
much for your support!!




THE IMPORTANCE OF STUDENT ATTENDANCE
Illinois law requires that children attend school regularly. However, the importance of school attendance goes
beyond the law. In order for children to be successful, they need to be in school and on task every day. Making
school attendance a priority can also help your child learn good work and study habits. Parents teach a valuable
lesson when they teach the importance of arriving to school on time every day. Things families can do to
ensure students are in school and learning:
Make academics apriority. Let your kids know that you expect them to go to school every day and
do their best while there.
Help your child get organized. Develop aroutine where children help. Getting organized can also
help create a calmer atmosphere at home, leading to better attitudes when children arrive at school.
Set reasonabl e bed times
Keep track of your child's absences.
Schedule family vacations during school holidays or during summer recess so that students aren’t
missing important lessons and struggling to make up for lost ground.

Jd AOESMUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWSAND NOTES 3

HONORING Martin Luther King
The 4™ and 5" Grade Honor Chorus honored Martin Luther King on Tuesday, January 22 by doing speeches
and asong “| Have a Dream” over the intercom from the office. Congratulations chorus on afine job.

HONORING President’s Day

In February, the Honor Chorus will honor President’ s Day with a couple of songs and speeches over the
intercom again. The songswill be patriotic in nature and also reveal our country’s past with a selection
containing the familiar songs, “When the Saints Go Marching In” and She'll Be Comin’ Round the Mountain”.
Thanks to the Honor Chorus for lifting up these specia holidays that mean so much to so many Americans.

PREKINDERGARTEN NEWS

The state of Illinois has developed specific goals for each grade level, beginning with Pre-K. All teachers use
these goals to develop their curriculum. The Pre-K classrooms contain toys and other materials for the students
to play with, in hopes that every child will reach each goal as stated in the lllinois Early Learning Standards.
Below you will find state goal #7 and an example of what our Pre-K teachers do to help each child reach that
goal.

State Goal # 7. Estimate, make and use measurements of objects, quantities and relationships and determine
acceptable levels of accuracy.

Both of the Pre-K classrooms have water tables, which are not just for water. They are also filled with other
materials, such as sand, cotton, dirt, snow, corn, etc. One purpose of the water table isfor the children to
practice their measuring and pouring skills. They have avariety of measuring cups, bowls, and other utensils
for the children to use. For example, through their play, the children learn that the tall, skinny measuring cup
can hold the same amount of water as the short, wide measuring cup. They also like to see how many
containers they can fill up before they use up all the water in the tub! These Pre-K measuring activities are
essential building blocks for future math skills. The next time you are in the elementary school, stop by the Pre-
K rooms and check out the water tables!



Calendar of Events for February

February 1 —9:30 am. Coffee Chat. We encourage al of our parents to attend the Coffee Chat at the Parent
Place.

February 5—Toy Lending Library for AM classes.

February 7 —Toy Lending Library for PM classes.

February 8 — Mobile Dentist

February 13 — Students will make depositsin their Project P.R.1.D.E. accounts.

February 14 — Vaentine's Day Parties

February 15— No classes for Pre-K students.

February 18 — No classes for Pre-K students.

February 19 — Walk to the Oreana Post Office.

February 21 — AM field trip to the Children’s Museum.

February 26 — Spring Pictures

February 26 — PM field trip to Dr. Jerger’ s office (dentist).

February 27 — PM classes will go to the Oreana Library.

PARENT PLACE NEWS

February 1 — Coffee Chat, 9:30-11:00 am. at the Parent Place. Parents of Kindergarten, Pre-K,
and Growing Together 0-3 children are invited to thisinformal get-together. Our topicis
“When Will I Understand What My Child Is Saying? Mrs. Decker, the district speech &
language pathologist, will discuss speech & language development in children. Baby-
sitting will be provided.

February 5 —Baby & Me, 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Parent Place.

February 7 — Lapsit, 9:30-10:30 am. at the Argenta Library. Our themeis“Paama Time!”

February 12 — Great Expectations, 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Parent Place. Thisisasupport group
for “expecting” and “new” parents. Our topicis*”Sleep: Who Needs [t?" Baby-
sitting will be provided.

February 19 — Lapsit, 9:30-10:30 am. at the Oreana Library. Our themeis*“PgamaTime!”

February 21 — Family Fun Night “ Splashing Fun,” 6:00-7:30 p.m. at Sunset Inn & Suitesin
Clinton. Bring the whole family for some pool party fun! Bring your own towels; snacks
will be provided.

February 25 — Morning Playgroup, 9:30-10:45 a.m. at the Parent Place. Our themeis“Let’s
Sing and Dance!”

February 26 — Evening Playgroup, 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Parent Place. Our themeis“Let’s
Sing and Dance!”

* |n case of inclement weather or if school is cancelled, al activities are cancelled. If you have any questions,
please call the Parent Place at 468-2886.

Paula Wilson

Argenta-Oreana Elementary School Assistant Principal/Curriculum Director/Grant Writer
Phone: 468-2412

E-malil: pwilson@argenta-oreana.org




P.A.T.T.NEWS

Top Ten Thingsthe A-O PATT is Thankful For:

10. A great turn-out to our Texas Roadhouse night, which earned us $143.31.

0. A successful Butter Braids campaign in December, which went along way to build our General Fund.

8. Wonderful teachers who fit more into their day than humanly possible and still find time to remind
students about PATT events.

7. Good attendance at our meetings every month on the second Tuesday.

6. Volunteer Coordinators who are so dependable to make sure things happen.

5 Truly supportive administratorsin Ms. Fustin and Mr. Johnson, as well as secretaries at both schools
who field questions for us.

4, Any ideas for future fundraising so that we can map out the 2008-2009 school year.

3. Fannie Mae Candy (sold February 4-21) delivered by Easter.

2. Children and families who are involved in supporting PATT.

And the #1 thing PATT isthankful for...
Parents and community members who volunteer for classroom parties, library events, teacher assistance,
and especially educational support with our children in the classroom! Together we are building
foundations for each child to succeed!

ARGENTA AND OREANA PUBLIC LIBRARIESNEWSAND
INFORMATION

Board Meeting-The next Library Board meeting will be Monday, February 25" at 4:30 pm. at the Argenta
branch.

Days Closed-We will be closed Monday, February 18" for President's Day.

Young Adults-Argenta-Oreana Public Library District would like to thank Argenta High School,

Mr. Jones, Mr. German, Mrs. Lori Stewart and Tina Noland from Partners In Education for allowing our staff to
come to the high school and give Career Interest Assessment Testing to the sophomore careers class on January
17", This great resource will help the students with many different career path options they may be interested
in pursuing. The “Youth Careers: Journey To Y our Future” Grant was awarded to the Argenta-Oreana Public
Library through “ The State of Illinois FY 2008 LSTA Grant.” Thanksto all who have made this career
workshop possible!

Upcoming Youth Career Seminars-February-Art; March-Banking; check your local library
for more information.

Children's Activities-Still Life Art Class February 23" from 10-12 at the Argenta branch.
Valentine's Craft Table during the week of February 11" at both libraries.

New Fiction-Shadow Music by Julie Garwood; T isfor Trespass by Sue Grafton; Last Call by
James Grippando; Plum Lucky by Janet Evanovich; World Without End and The Pillars of the Earth
by Ken Follett; When the Heart Cries by Cindy Woodsmall (Sisters of the Quilt, Book 1).

New Fiction Coming Soon-Blood Dreams by Kay Hooper; Sizzle & Burn by Jayne Ann Krentz;
Change of Heart by Jodi Picoult (March 08); Firefly Lane by Kristin Hannah (Februar%/ 08); Honor
Thyself by Danielle Steel (Feb. 08); Strangersin Death by J. D. Robb (Feb. 08) and 7" Heaven by
James Patterson (Feb. 08).




ARGENTA-OREANA
EXTRA-CURRICULAR

THE PLAYER
1. He/Sheis clean and plays hard. Plays for the love of the game.
2. Wins without boasting, loses without excuses, and never quits.

3. Respects officials and accepts their decisions without question.
4, Never forgets that he/she represents his/her school.

THE COACH

1 Inspiresin his/her athletes alove for the game and the desire to win.

2. Teaches them that it is better to lose fairly than to win unfairly.

3. L eads players and spectators to respect officials by setting a good example.
4, Is the type of person he/she wants his/her athletes to be.

THE OFFICIAL

1. Knows the rules.

2. Isfair and firmin all decisions. Calls them as he/she sees them.

3. Treats players and coaches courteously and demands the same treatment.
4, Knows the game is for the athletes, and lets them have the spotlight.
THE SPECTATOR

1 Never boos a player or official.

2. Appreciates a good play, no matter who makesiit.

3. Knows the school gets the blame or praise for his’her conduct.

4, Recognizes the need for more sportsmanship and fewer "sports.”

Philosophy
First and foremost, participation isa privilege, NOT aright.

It is the philosophy of the Athletic Program at AOHS to provide each individual who is willing to adhere to the
rules of good sportsmanship and guidelines of our athletic policies the best possible opportunity to grow
morally, physically, socially, and mentally through participation in our program of interscholastic activities.

TotheParents

One of the most important factors in having a successful Athletic Program is the cooperation and support of the
parents of our athletes. As a parent of an athlete, it will be necessary to give an extra amount of your time in
support of your son or daughter and our school's athletic program. We sincerely hope that these sacrifices and
commitments will be avaluable and rewarding experience to both you and your AOHS athlete.

Our coaches are experienced in their fields and have the desire to help all of our athletes become respected,
successful, and useful citizens of our community-both now and after graduation. If, as a parent, you feel the
need to discuss a particular policy or situation, please call and make arrangements to talk with a coach or the
Athletic Director.

Participation in our program requires a large commitment from each athlete. Y our cooperation in making your
son or daughter punctual for his’her activities will be greatly appreciated.

Finally, we want to thank you for allowing your child to participate.

Fan Behavior (IHSA Ruling)

We strongly encourage our parents and fans to follow the ethics of clean competition and good sportsmanship.
IHSA By-Laws state: "Any person found to be in gross violation of the ethics of competition or sportsmanship
may be barred from interscholastic contests.” These areas will be stressed to our athletes and coaches, and it is



the hope of our total program that the parents and fans of our community will lead the way toward good
sportsmanship.

The school board may make and enforce reasonable rules of conduct and sportsmanship for athletic and extra-
curricular school events. Any person who violates such rules may be denied admission to school events for not
more than one year, provided that written 10 days notice of the violation is given such person and a hearing had
thereon by the board pursuant to its rules and regulations. The administration of any school may sign
complaints as agents of the school against persons committing an offense any school events.(ILCS 5/24-24)

To Athletes, Cheerleaders, Scholastic Bowl, Student Council, Band, and Chorus
Your first responsibility isto acquire aquality education while attending Argenta-Oreana High School.

Every Argenta-Oreana student becomes an extra-curricular participant from the first scheduled fal athletic
season practice until the last scheduled spring competition. The extra-curricular code will apply for the entire
school year whether the student is currently involved in an extra-curricular activity or planning to beinvolved in
an extra-curricular activity.

As you are a representative of this school, your actions and behavior must be such as to reflect a respected
image on yourself, fellow students, your parents, your school and community. You will spend a great amount of
time and effort in participation with your respective activity, but hopefully you will find it to be arewarding and
enjoyable experience that will be important to you now and in the years to come.

Any member of the A-O Administration having proven knowledge of any violation of rules will report the
incident to the Athletic Director. The Athletic Director and Teacher/Coach will give notification to the
participant that he or she has been temporarily suspended from the organization until the appropriate reaction to
the breach of rules has been determined.



PARENT-COACH
COMMUNICATION

Both parenting and coaching ar e difficult vocations. By establishing an under standing of each position,
we are better able to accept the actions of othersand provide greater benefitsto our children. As
parents, when your children become involved in athletics, you have aright to understand what
expectations are placed on your child. Thisbeginswith clear communication from the coach.

Communication you should expect from your child’s coach:
Philosophy of the coach
Expectations the coach has for your child as well as the other players on the team.
Location and times of all practices and contest.
Team requirements; i.e. fees, equipment, etc.
Discipline that resultsin the denial of your child's participation.

Communication that the coach should expect from parents:
Concerns expressed directly to the coach.
Notification of schedule conflicts well in advance.
Specific concern in regard to the coach’ s philosophy/and or expectations.

Asyour child becomesinvolved in athletic programs at A-O, they will hopefully experience some rewarding moments. It
isimportant to understand that there also may be times when things do not go the way you or your child wishes. At that
time, discussion with the coach is encouraged.

Appropriate concernsto discuss with your child’' s coach:
The treatment of your child: mentally and physically.
Ways to help your child improve.
Concerns about your child' s behavior

Itisvery difficult to accept your child not playing as much as you hope. Coaches are professionals. They are, at times,
forced to make judgment decisions based on what they believeis best for al student-athletesinvolved. Asyou may have
seen from the list above, certain things can and should be discussed with your child's coach. Other things, such as those
in the following paragraphs, must be |eft to the discretion of the coach.

I ssues not appropriate to discuss with your child’s coach:
Playing time
Team strategy
Other student-athletes

There are situations that may require a conference between the coach and the parent. Thisisencouraged. It isimportant
that both parties have a clear understanding of the other’s position. When these conferences are necessary, the following
procedures should be taken to help promote a resolution to the issue of concern.

Proceduresto follow if you have a concern to discuss with the coach:
- Cdll the school to set up atime to meet with the coach.
795-4821 H.S. or 795-4448 JH.
If the coach cannot be reached, call the Athletic Director and |eave a message for the coach.
Do not confront the coach before or after a practice or agame. These confrontations can be emotional for both
the parent and the coach. Meetings of this nature do not promote resol utions.

Research indicates students involved in extra-curricular activities have a greater chance for success during adulthood.
Many of the character traits required to be successful participants in extra-curricular activities are exactly those that will
promote successful lives after school.



ARGENTA-OREANA COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #1

AFFIDAVIT:

| understand that the Board of Education believesit is advisable that all students
participating in sports and/or Cheerleading be insured against accidents, and offers, as a service,
a school accident policy which the student may purchase.

It is aso understood that the responsibility for insurance coverage lies with the parents
and not with the schools.

It is believed that
Student’ s name and grade

Is adequately covered by our family policy through

name of policy

carried with and request that this

name of company/employer

policy be accepted in the event of an injury sustained form participating in athletic or

cheerleading eventsin lieu of insuring through the policy offered through the school for the

current school year.

Parent’ s signature

Date



A/O Sports Booster Club

Membership Form

Join the A/O Sports Boosters

“Help demonstrate your support for our student athletes”

The Argenta-Oreana Sports Booster Club, a non-profit organization run by parent volunteers, was created to
support A/O Middle and High School student athletes and their coaches. Our funds are raised through sports
program ads, A/O Bomber apparel sales, Chili Supper event, Market Day sales and other fundraising events.
All Booster profits are exclusively disbursed to A/O athletic programs and scholarships. In the past year, A/O
Sports Boosters allocated over $10,000 in support of A/O athletic program requests. In addition, the Board
members continue raising funds for the New Bleachers for the Football Field. Join the A/O Sports Boosters and

show your support!

A/O Sports Booster Club Membership Form
(Complete and return to High School office)

Name:
Address:

Phone:

| volunteer to help with Fundraising activities

| volunteer to help with Hospitality areas during tournaments
| volunteer to help at Market Day

| volunteer to sell Tickets for admission to athletic events

| can help at specia events (Sports Banquets, Dinner’s, etc.)

| can sell apparel / spirit items at athletic events

Other (give us your ideas)









